10655328 -GAU: 



32692 

Customer Number 



Patent 

CaseNo.:58975US002 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Confirmation No . : 6 1 02 



First Named Inventor: Graessle, Josef A. 

Application No. : 1 0/655328 

Filed: September 4, 2003 

Title: Biological Growth Plate Scanner with Automated Intake 



Information Disclosure Statement 



Mail Stop: Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION |37 CFR § 1.8{a)| 
I hereby certify that this correspondence isbeing: 

l~l deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
□ transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and 
■ Office at 571-273-8300. 



Signed by: Phyllis J. Boettcher 



Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, enclosed is a completed Form PTO-1449, 
citing references submitted for consideration by the Examiner. It is respectfully requested that 
the Examiner initial and return the enclosed Form PTO-1449 to indicate that each reference has 
been considered. 

Copies of any cited foreign patents, foreign publications, non-patent literature documents, 
and any pending U.S. applications filed before June 30, 2003, are enclosed. Copies of any 
pending U.S. applications filed after June 30, 2003 that can be accessed on the USPTO's IF W 
system are not enclosed as per USPTO Waiver dated September 21, 2004. Copies of any U.S. 
patents and published U.S. patent applications are not enclosed. 

If a first Office Action on the merits has been mailed prior to the mailing date of this 
document, please charge the fee for consideration of an Information Disclosure Statement set 
forth in 37 CFR§ 1.1 7(p). 



\ ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /AT/ 



Application Mo.: 10/655328 



10655328 -GAU: 

Case No.: 58975US002 



Fees: 



□ Please charge the fee provided in 37 CFR § 1 . 1 7(p) to Deposit Account No. 1 3-3723 . 
One copy of this sheet marked duplicate is also enclosed. 

□ Any required fee will be paid at the time of EFS-Web submission. 

S It is believed that no fee is due; however, in the event a fee is required, please charge 
the fee to Deposit Account No. 13-3723. 



ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /AT/ 



Respectfully submitted, 




Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO (modified) 


Application Number 


-.«J«Q6553?8 - GAU- 

10/655323 \^r-x-,.j 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Filing Date 


September 4, 2003 


CTATCWICMT DV ADDI IPAMT 
OlAI CIVIC IN 1 dT ArrLIUAIN 1 


First Named Inventor 


Graessle, Josef A. 


(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Confirmation Number 


6102 


Page 1 of 1 


Attorney Case Number 


otsy/ououuz 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Exam. 
Inii.* 


No. 


Document Number 
Doc. Number-(Kind Code if Known) 


Publication Date 
WIM-DD-YYYY 


or Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


/AT/ 


A1 


US- 5,117,467 


05/26/1992 


Misaki et al. 








A2 


US- 5,329,686 


07/19/1994 


Kildal etal. 








A3 


US- 5,366,873 


11/22/1994 


Eden et al. 








A4 


US- 5,372,485 


12/13/1994 


Sumser et al. 








A5 


US- 5,539,517 


07/23/1996 


Cabibetal. 








A6 


US- 5,671,290 


09/23/1997 


Vaidyanathan 








A7 


US- 5,723,308 


03/03/1998 


Machetal. 








A8 


US- 5,817,475 


10/06/1998 


Gibbs et al. 








A9 


US- 6.107,054 


08/22/2000 


Gibbs 








A10 


US- 6.372,485 B1 


04/16/2002 


Clark etal. 








A11 


US- 6,642,953 B1 


11/04/2003 


Nieto Velasco et al. 




A, 


r 


A12 


US- 6,71 1,283 B1 


03/23/2004 


Soenksen 





Foreign Patent Documents 



Foreign Patent Document 



Ctry.Code I Number-Kind Code <rr Known) MM-DD-YYYY Applicant of Cited 



Publication Date 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



OTHER DOCUMENTS 



llya et al.; "Streamlines Yeast Colorimetric Reporter Activity Assays Using Scanners and 
Plate Readers", BioTechniques, Vol. 29, No. 2, August 2000. 



K. M. Wright et al., "Determination of Mean Growth Parameters of Bacterial Colonies 
Immobilized in Gelatin Gel Using a Laser Gel-Cassette Scanner", International Journal of 
Food Microbiology, 2000, pp. 75 - 89. 



/Abolfazl Tabatabai/ 



Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformanceffl^p^^^ /AT/ 



information Disclosure Statement) 



